
1& 2 Family 

As per New Jersey Uniform Fire Code N.J.A.C 5:70-4.19 the following is MINIMUM requirements for the placement of all smoke alarms, 
carbon monoxide alarms and fire extinguishers within a residential property. All devices must be fully operational and in working condition 
while meeting all requirements. 

Where to Place Smoke Alarms 
 Basement Area: A smoke alarm shall be installed in the basement, within 10 feet of the stairway. The smoke alarm shall not be

located within the stairway. If installed on an open ceiling joists, the smoke alarm shall be placed on the bottom of the joists.
 First Floor:  A smoke alarm is required on the first floor.  The smoke alarm shall not be located in the stairway. (It is suggested to

be at the bottom and top of each stairway landing)
 Bedroom areas: A smoke alarm shall be located in the hallway area outside the bedrooms, within 10 feet of any bedroom door.

In units with separate sleeping areas or with bedrooms on more than one floor, a smoke alarm is required within 10 feet of each
bedroom.

 Attic area:   A  smoke alarm is required in finished attics only. The attic area smoke alarm shall be located in the attic near the
stairway/entrance from the floor below.  If there is a bedroom in the attic the smoke alarm must be within 10 feet of the
bedroom door.

Type of Smoke Alarms 
 AC/Hardwired smoke alarms shall not be replaced with battery powered smoke alarms and must be interconnected as approved

during time of construction.
 All battery powered smoke alarms must be of the sealed 10-year battery variety. All others must be replaced.

Carbon Monoxide Alarms 

 A carbon monoxide alarm shall be centrally located outside of each separate sleeping area in the immediate vicinity of the
bedrooms. Each carbon monoxide alarm should be located on the wall, ceiling, or other location as specified in the manufacturers
installation instructions.

 Carbon monoxide alarms shall not be older than 5 years or older than the expiration date as per manufacturers specifications.

All smoke alarms must be listed in accordance with ANSI/UL 217 and installed in accordance with NFPA 720. All carbon monoxide alarms
must be listed in accordance with ANSI/UL 2034 and installed in accordance with NFPA 720. 

Additional Smoke Alarm Requirements 

 If there is a monitored fire system (ADT for example) a letter from alarm monitoring agency, on their letter head, stating that the
smoke and/or carbon monoxide alarms are in working order and the location of each device.

 Any and all smoke alarms greater than 10 years in age shall not be accepted

3 Families or More & Mix Use 
House Built/Renovated Minimum Requirements 

Prior to January 1977 10-year sealed smoke alarm on all levels
January 1977 - September 1978 Hardwired smoke alarm on each sleeping level 

10-year sealed smoke alarm on all other levels
October 1978 - January 1983 Hardwired smoke alarm on each sleeping level and basement 

10-year sealed smoke alarm on all other levels
February 1983 - July 1984 Hardwired smoke alarm on all levels 

August 1984 - February 1991 Hardwired smoke alarm on all levels 
All smoke alarms must be interconnected 

March 1991- Present Hardwired smoke alarms on all levels and inside each bedroom 
All smoke alarms must be interconnected 

All smoke alarms shall be equipped with battery back-up 

Fire Extmgu1sher 

 At least one portable fire extinguisher per unit shall be installed in all one- and two-family dwellings (except seasonal rental units)
upon change of occupancy.

 The extinguisher shall be listed, labeled, charged, operable and tagged by a certified Division of Fire Safety contractor with in
the past 12 months or must have a receipt of purchase within 12 months.

 The size shall be no smaller the 2A:10B:C, rated for residential use and no more than 10lbs.; the hangers or brackets supplied
by the manufacturer must be used and the top of the extinguisher must not be mounted more than 5 feet above the floor.

 The extinguisher must be located within 10 feet of the kitchen and must be visible and in a readily accessible location, free from
being blocked by furniture, storage, or other items.
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