PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF IRVINGTON, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

At a regular meeting of the Municipal Council of the Township of
Irvington, New Jersey, held on JUNE 8, 2026, the following ordinance
was taken up on its first reading and passed:

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING SOLICITATION AND THE DISTRIBUTION OF
MATERIALS WITHIN SCHOOL SAFETY ZONES IN THE TOWNSHIP OF
IRVINGTON

WHEREAS, the Township Council of the Township of Irvington recognizes
its responsibility to protect the safety, welfare, and well-being of minors;
and

WHEREAS, schools and surrounding areas require heightened protection
to ensure that students, parents, and school personnel are not subjected
to unwanted or unsupervised interactions with unknown individuals; and

WHEREAS, the Township has observed an increase in solicitation and the
distribution of flyers, literature, and promotional materials in proximity
to schools; and

WHEREAS, such activities may interfere with school operations, create
safety concerns, and limit the ability of parents and school officials to be
aware of who is interacting with minors and what materials are being
distributed; and

WHEREAS, the Township has a compelling governmental interest in
maintaining safe and secure school
environments while preserving lawful avenues for communication;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Municipal Council of the
Township of Irvington, County of Essex, State of New Jersey, as follows:

SECTION 1. PURPOSE AND INTENT

The purpose of this Ordinance is to promote the safety, welfare, and
well-being of students, parents, and school personnel by regulating
solicitation and the distribution of materials within designated School
Safety Zones.

This Ordinance is intended to ensure that minors are not approached by
unknown individuals or exposed to unsolicited materials without
appropriate oversight, and that parents and school officials maintain
awareness of interactions occurring within school environments.

This Ordinance is content-neutral and regulates only the time, place, and
manner of solicitation and distribution activities. It is narrowly tailored to
serve a significant governmental interest and preserves alternative
channels for lawful communication.

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS

A.  “School” shall include any public school, private school, charter
school, parochial school, preschool, daycare center, early
childhood education center, or any facility providing
educational or custodial services to minors.

B. “School Safety Zone” shall mean any area within one thousand
(1,000) feet of the property line of a School.

C. “Solicitation” shall mean any request, offer, or attempt to
obtain money, business, services, support, or participation.

D. “Distribution of Materials” shall mean the handing out, posting,
placing, or depositing of any flyers, pamphlets, advertisements,
or materials of any kind, including commercial, promotional,
informational, political, campaign, or election-related materials.

SECTION 3. PROHIBITED CONDUCT
A. No person shall, within a School Safety Zone:

1. Engage in solicitation directed toward students or
individuals entering or exiting a School;

2. Distribute materials to any person within the School
Safety Zone;

3. Place or affix materials on vehicles, structures, or
property;

4. |Initiate unsolicited contact with minors for
promotional, commercial, or advocacy purposes.

SECTION 4. APPLICABILITY AND TIME RESTRICTIONS
A. The provisions of this Ordinance shall apply only during:

1. School hours;

Student arrival and dismissal periods;

3. Any school-sponsored event or official government-
sponsored event conducted on school property
where minors are present.
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SECTION 5. EXEMPTIONS
A. Election Day Activities: Solicitation and distribution of
materials shall be permitted on officially designated Election
Days, provided that:

1. All activities are conducted in compliance with
applicable federal, state, and local election laws;
2. Any distribution activity within a School Safety

Zone outside protected polling areas shall
require a permit pursuant to Section 6;
3. Nothing herein shall restrict rights protected
under New Jersey election law.
B. The Township of Irvington, the Irvington Board of Education,
and any governmental agency acting within official duties may
distribute materials related to their operations or programs.
C. Any public, private, charter, or daycare entity may distribute
materials related to their operations or programs.
D. School-Authorized Activities: Any activity authorized by the
School or its administration is exempt from this Ordinance.
E. Local Businesses Within Proximity
1) A business within 200 feet may distribute materials only:
a. Onits own property;
b. Related solely to its business;
c¢.  Without approaching students.

SECTION 6. PERMIT REQUIREMENT
1. Any person or organization seeking to distribute materials within a
School Safety Zone outside restricted times must obtain a permit.
2. Permit Applicability
A permit is required for each individual School location.
4. A permitissued for one School Safety Zone shall not apply to any
other location.
5. Permit Fee
6. Anon-refundable fee of $250.00 per School location shall be
required.
7. Application Requirements
8. Applicants must provide:
A. Name and contact information;
B. Description of materials;
C. Proposed date, time, and location;
D. Identification of each specific School location.
9. Each location requires a separate application and fee.
10. Limitations
11. A permit:
A. Shall not authorize activity during restricted times;
B. Shall not override election laws;
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C. Shall only apply to lawful activity outside restricted times.

SECTION 7. ENFORCEMENT

1. This Ordinance shall be enforced by any or all of the
following:
a. Irvington Police Department;
b. Code Enforcement Officers;
c.  Authorized municipal officials.

2. Officials may:
a. Order immediate cessation;
b. Require individuals to leave;
c. Issue summonses.

3. Failure to comply constitutes a separate violation.

SECTION 8. ENHANCED ENFORCEMENT MEASURES
1. Seizure of materials used in violation;
2 Immediate cease-and-desist orders;
3. Administrative citations;
4. Emergency dispersal authority.

SECTION 9. PENALTIES

1. First Offense: $2,500

2. Second Offense: $5,000

3. Third or Subsequent Offense: $10,000

Each violation and each day constitutes a separate offense.
Location-Based Violations

1. Eachviolation shall be considered separately for each School Safety

Zone.
2. Where violations occur at multiple School locations, each location

shall constitute a separate and distinct violation, subject to separate

penalties.
3. Violations occurring at different School Safety Zones on the same

day or as part of a coordinated effort shall not be considered a single

offense but shall be treated as multiple violations, each subject to
the full penalties set forth herein.

SECTION 10. REPEAT OFFENDER PROVISIONS
Repeat offenders may be subject to court action, injunctive relief, and
denial of permits.

SECTION 11. RESPONSIBILITY AND LIABILITY
Liability applies to:

Individuals committing the act;

Organizers and supervisors;

Businesses and entities promoted;

Political candidates and committees;
Organizations and groups;

Property owners;

Agents, employees, volunteers, contractors.
Joint and several liability applies.

Anyone who aids, abets, assists, or acts in concert is equally liable.
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SECTION 12. CONSTITUTIONAL SAFEGUARDS
This Ordinance shall be enforced in a content-neutral manner.

SECTION 13. ALTERNATIVE CHANNELS
Lawful communication remains permitted outside restricted zones and
times.

SECTION 14. SEVERABILITY
If any part is invalid, the remainder remains in effect.

SECTION 15. EFFECTIVE DATE
Effective upon adoption and publication.

Notice is hereby given that the Municipal Council of the Township of
Irvington will meet on JUNE 22, 2026 at 7:30 p.m.. A virtual meeting
shall be conducted utilizingZoom, at which time and place, all persons
interested will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning such
ordinance and at such meeting, said ordinance will be further
considered for second reading and final passage. Please monitor the
township’s website at Irvingtonnj.gov for instructions on how to access
the meeting. During the week prior to and up to and including the date
of the meeting, copies of the ordinance will be available at no cost at
the Municipal Clerk's Office to members of the general public.

Shawna M. Supel, RMC
Municipal Clerk



