PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF IRVINGTON, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

At a regular meeting of the Municipal Council of the Township of
Irvington, New Jersey, held on AUGUST 10, 2026, the following
ordinance was taken up on its first reading and passed:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING § 158-24 OF THE TOWNSHIP
CODE ENTITLED “DISTANCE OF PREMISES FROM
CHURCHES AND SCHOOLS” TO PROHIBIT NEW
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSED PREMISES WITHIN
1,000 FEET OF SCHOOLS, DAY-CARE CENTERS, HOUSES
OF WORSHIP, AND CHILD-SENSITIVE USES

BE IT ORDAINED by the Municipal Council of the Township of
Irvington, County of Essex, State of New Jersey, that § 158-24 of the
Township Code is hereby amended and replaced as follows:

§ 158-24. Distance of alcoholic beverage licensed premises from
schools, day-care centers, houses of worship, and child-sensitive
uses.

A. Prohibition.

No new retail alcoholic beverage license, place-to-place transfer,
relocation, expansion of licensed premises, reactivation of an
inactive license at a new location, or approval of package-goods or
off-premises alcoholic beverage sales shall be issued, approved, or
permitted for any premises located within 1,000 feet of any protected
use.

B. Protected uses.

For purposes of this section, “protected use” shall include any
public, private, charter, parochial, or vocational school; preschool;
nursery school; day-care center; child-care facility; youth center;
playground; public park; public library; church; mosque; synagogue;
temple; house of worship; or any property primarily used for the
education, care, supervision, recreation, worship, or gathering of
children.

C. Measurement.

The 1,000-foot distance shall be measured by the shortest straight-
line horizontal distance from any point on the property line or
boundary of the proposed licensed premises to any point on the
property line or boundary of the protected use. For schools, day-
care centers, playgrounds, parks, and child-sensitive uses, the
protected boundary shall include schoolyards, playgrounds, athletic
fields, outdoor play areas, recreation areas, parking areas, and any
other portion of the property used in connection with the protected
use.

Distance shall not be measured doorway-to-doorway. If any portion
of the proposed licensed premises or property is within 1,000 feet of
any portion of a protected use or protected property, the application
shall be prohibited under this section.

D. Applicant’s burden.

Any applicant seeking approval of a license, transfer, relocation,
expansion, reactivation, or off-premises/package-goods sales shall
bear the burden of proving compliance with this section. The
Township may require a certified survey, site plan, or distance

certification prepared by a New Jersey licensed land surveyor,
engineer, planner, zoning officer, or other qualified professional
acceptable to the Township.

E. Existing lawful licensed premises.

This section shall not prohibit the renewal of any alcoholic beverage
license lawfully existing and operating at the same licensed premises
prior to the effective date of this ordinance, provided that the
licensed premises remains in continuous lawful operation and in
compliance with all applicable federal, state, county, and municipal
laws, regulations, and license conditions.

Nothing herein shall prohibit a lawful person-to-person transfer of an
existing grandfathered license at the same licensed premises,
provided that the licensed use is not expanded, relocated, reactivated
at a new location, or altered to increase alcoholic beverage sales
privileges within the restricted area.

F. Loss of grandfathered protection.

A grandfathered premises shall lose protection under this section if
the license is relocated, transferred place-to-place, expanded,
surrendered, revoked, abandoned, or allowed to lapse, except where
continued protection is required by controlling state law or final
action of the New Jersey Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control.
G. No waiver for child-sensitive uses.

No waiver, variance, exception, consent, or other relief shall be
granted to permit any new licensed premises, transfer, relocation,
expansion, reactivation, or package-goods/off-premises sales within
1,000 feet of a school, preschool, day-care center, child-care facility,
youth center, playground, public park, public library, or other child-
sensitive protected use.

H. Construction.

This section is intended to protect the health, safety, welfare, and
quality of life of the Township’s children, families, schools,
neighborhoods, and places of worship. This section shall be
construed as an additional municipal restriction to the fullest extent
permitted by law and shall not be construed to reduce or limit any
restriction imposed by state law, including N.J.S.A. 33:1-76.

I. Severability.

If any portion of this section is determined to be invalid, the
remaining portions shall remain in full force and effect.

J. Effective date.

This ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication
according to law.

Notice is hereby given that the Municipal Council of the Township
of Irvington will meet on SEPTEMBER 14, 2026 at 7:30 p.m.. A
virtual meeting shall be conducted utilizing Zoom, at which time
and place, all persons interested will be given an opportunity to
be heard concerning such ordinance and at such meeting, said
ordinance will be further considered for second reading and final
passage. Please monitor the township’s website at
Irvingtonnj.gov for instructions on how to access the meeting.
During the week prior to and up to and including the date of the
meeting, copies of the ordinance will be available at no cost atthe
Municipal Clerk's Office to members of the general public.

Shawna M. Supel, RMC
Municipal Clerk



